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Number 796 
TRANSCRIPT OF THE 
Herald of Truth 
.••.• radio programs 
Blueprint For 
Success 
Is your life a success? Are you sat isfied with your 
present life? Do you enjoy person al happiness or does it 
remain only a dim hope? 
Jesus refused to let life slip between His fingers while 
on earth. He lived a rich, meaningful life in the midst of 
adversities most of us would call insurm ountable. He gives 
that same full, beautiful life today to every person who 
will truly follow Him. The Chri stian life is no "pie-in-the-
sky" approach to superficial spirituality. Jesus made it plain 
that Christianity is willing to rest its case on the actual 
chan ges wrought and the real fruits produced in the Chris-
tian's life (Matthew 7 : 16). Of His reason for coming into 
the world He said, 'The thief cometh not, but that he may 
steal, and kill, and destroy: I came that they may have life, 
and may have it abundantly" (John 10: 10). Jesus wants 
you and me to have a successful life! 
He not only taught how life could be exciting and 
successful, but He lived the life He described in His teach-
ings. The crowning testimony to His great life came from 
the lips of a pagan who watched Him die. There's the real 
test - watch a man die like Jesus dice!. The Roman officer 
in charge of the crucifixion said, 'Truly this was the Son 
of God" (Matthew 27:54; Mark 15:39). 
I have talked with a number of people and read letters 
from some of you listening tod ay, who say, "I am not a 
Christian because of the professed Christians I have watched 
in my community, or in my office, or at the plant where 
I work." No one has to convince me that one of the major 
obstacles to Christianity's advance centers in the ineffective , 
anxious, unsuccessful lives of professed Christians. Pet er, 
in fact, counsels Christian wives that the best way to con-
vert unbelieving husbands is throu gh behavior rather than 
words (I Pet er 3: 1, 2). 
My friends, I want to speak plainly about this im-
portant matter. The New Testament repeatedly teaches that 
the Christian life is the only way to full, purposeful, suc-
cessful, eternal life. Our Lord claimccl, "I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father , 
but by me" (John 14:6). Paul , a Christian experienced in 
life's cruelties, asks, "Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? Shall tribul ation, or anguish, or persecution, or 
famine , or nak edness, or peril, or sword? ... Nay, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him that 
loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life , 
nor angels , nor principalities, nor things present , nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height , nor depth, nor any 
other creature , shall be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 8: 
35 , 37-39). That is precisely the Christian attitude toward 
the whole of life that I commen d to you today, the kind 
of life that I enjoy in Jesus Christ today! 
You might have noticed on the best seller book lists 
a few months ago a nonfiction book written by a former 
plastic surgeon of international fame , Dr. Maxw ell Maltz. 
In chapter eight of his book, Dr. Ma ltz c,p lains what he 
calls "Ingredients of the Success-Type Personality and How 
to Acquire Them" (pp. 102-117, Psycho-Cybernetics. New 
York: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1960). The author explai ns seven 
elements in the "pa ttern of success" for life. Reading and 
rereading this excellent book with special attention to the 
chapter just menti oned, I became aware of how Biblical 
the whole matter was. Dr. Malt z has described the Chris-
tian life in his "pattern for success ." Not ice with me God's 
"blueprint for succe ss." 
First, the Christian possesses a "sense of direction." 
The man who does not express his "Go clwarcl' bent can 
never be completely whole. The Christian gives way to that 
inward thirst descri bed in Psalm 42. "My soul thirsteth for 
God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear 
before God?" (Psalm 42:2). He obediently follows God 's 
Word, the Bible , in every area of life and thought. The 
Christian also has a proper respect for himself, which arises 
out of and is, in fact, compelled by his relationship with 
God. Paul explains that to be "in Christ" or to be obedient 
to Christ is to become "a new creature" (II Corinthians 
5: l 7). That means a new view of oneself and a new 
respect for one's own person. 
The Christian also senses the need for proper rela-
tions with others. The very process that makes one a 
Christian, reconciliation to God through the death of 
Christ, also gives the Christian peace and harmony with 
all his broth ers and sisters in Christ, regardless of who 
or what they were before becoming God's children (Ephe-
sians 2 : 11-22). The Christian also comes to a new re-
spect for all men, even those who do not share his faith 
in God. So that whenever and wherever he can help men in 
distress, he answers the call, as Jesus taught in the story 
of what is commonly called "the Good Samaritan" (Luke 
10:25-37). 
The Christian's "sense of direction" is heightened by 
his eternal destiny. His faith in the never -ending future 
supports, encourages , and motivates his faith and service. 
Paul speaks for every contemporary Christian, when he 
mys, "I press on toward the goal unto the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3: 14). 
Second, the Christian is an "understanding" person . 
Jesus teaches, "Blessed are the merciful: for they shall ob-
tain mercy" (Matthew 5: 7). This great principle says seek 
correct information and never accept unsupported opinions 
about others. Get to know your associates as they really 
are rather than as others sometimes picture them. 
There is selflessness, however, that one must experi-
ence in order to be an "understanding" person. Jesus talked 
about it in what we call "the golden rule ." All things 
therefore whatsoever ye would that men should do unto 
you, even so do ye also unto them : for this is the law 
and the prophets" (Matthew 7: 12). Christians at Philippi 
were urged "in lowliness of mind" to count "others better 
than himself; not looking each of you to his own things , 
but each of you also to the things of others" (Philippians 
2:3, 4) . 
The Christian's "understanding" approach to life and 
other people also arises out of his commitment to "the 
truth." Jesus teaches, "Ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free" (John 8 : 32). To "know the 
truth" requires humility, honesty, and openness, as well as 
commitment and obedience. 
This "under standing " as a part of "the patt ern of 
~uccess" depends on good communication . Every confus-
ing word , thought , and deed must be eliminated in an 
effort to speak and to thin k clearly about everything that 
ari ses in one's life. 
Third, the Chri stian is "courageous." A blind man 
received his sie:ht from Jesus in John 9. He immediately 
began to feel the sting of unbelieving neighbors and friends, 
hostile Pharisees , and even his own fearful parents. No 
one wanted to accept Jesus' ability to give him sight. But 
he remained stedfast in his conviction of what had actually 
occ urred in his life, to the point that the Jews expelled him 
from the synagogue and made him an outcast to their 
society. At that point Jesus came into his life again and 
gave the blind man a new relationship with Him as the 
Son of God (John 9:35 -42). Without the coura ge to risk 
expulsion from his society , this man would have received 
only physical sight for the remainder of a short life but 
would have missed spiritual sight for all eternit y! 
The Christian 's courage is the willingne ss to say "if 
the Lord will" about every venture of life (James 4: 13-
16) . Our Lord's most common complaint about His closest 
followers was their lack of courage revealed in the ir little 
faith. After one big failure to cure an epileptic child, the 
disciple s came to Jesus inquiring why they had failed. 
Jesu s replied, " If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, 
ve shall say unto this mountain , Remove hence to yonder 
place; and it shall remove: and nothin g shall be impossible 
unto you" (Matthew 17: 19,20). 
Fourth, the Chri stian expresses "charit y" in all his 
attitudes, words, and conduct. By "charit y" I mean respect 
and concern for others . Peter exolains in his First General 
Epistle that such an attitude is the direct result of "obedi-
ence to the truth. " Listen , "Seeing ye have purified your 
rnuls in your obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of 
the brethren, love one another fervently : having been be-
gotten again, not of corrup tible seed , but of incorruptible , 
through the word of God, which liveth and abideth" (I 
Peter ~ I : 22, 23). The cha nged man , the Christian , experi-
ences a new attitude toward others upon receiving the for-
giveness and cleansing that comes from obedience to 
God's Word. 
But Jesus put the matter of our "charity " in much 
bold er terms. Love of the brethren, although a distinctive 
mark of Christians. is not enough! If Christ is our example, 
who died for us while we were still in rebellion and sin, 
then we. as Christians, cannot afford to do less than love 
those with whom we have differences. Her e is what Jesus 
says. "Y c have heard that it was said, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor, and hate th ine enemy: but I say unto you, Love 
your enemies, and pray for them that persecute you; tha t 
ye may be sons of your Father who is in heaven: . . . For 
if ye love them tha t love you, wha t reward have ye? Do 
not even the publicans the same ? An d if ye salute your 
brethren only, what do ye more than others? Do not even 
the Gentil es the same?" (Matthew 5:43 -47) . 
No attitude is more central to the Christian 's life tha n 
"charity " or love. John present s one of the strongest cases 
for this principle foun d in the New Testa ment. In I Joh n 
3: 13-24 , he says tha t love is evidence of the Chr istian's 
"new life" (verse 14 ) ; that to hate anot her human being is 
to be guilty of mur der (verse 15 ); that our love mu st be 
of the same qua lity of that which sent Jesus to the cross 
( verse 16); that the love of God cann ot dwell in the man 
that is unre sponsive to the needs of othe rs (verse 17); tha t 
love must not be talke d about but ra ther acted out in ou r 
lives ( verse 18); and finally that there are two essenti als 
for one to be a Christian : complete faith in Jesus Christ, 
and love of one anoth er (verse 23 ) . Paul's description of 
love in l Corinthi ans 13 eloquent ly says one thing: love 
is the undergirdin g element for all human condu ct. 
Fifth , the Ch ristian is character ized by the att itude of 
"esteem. " There is an esteem for God that recognizes His 
"wisdom and kno wledge," and confe sses, "For of him, and 
thro ugh him, and unto him , are all th ings . To him be the 
glory for ever" (Romans 11 :33 -36 ) . T he Chri stian also 
esteems himself as a creature of God , one who bea rs the 
image of God , and must therefore live in respectfu l obed i-
ence to the Creator (Genesis 1 :27 ) . Esteem for others is 
a cardinal tenet of the Christian's life. The apostle exhor ts, 
"Le t each one of us please his neighb or for that whic h is 
good, unto edify ing" ( Romans 15: 2 ) . Such esteem for 
life, self, and others begins in God 's creati on of us, is re-
newed in Christ 's death for us, and will culminate in our 
union with God at Chri st's return ( Colossi ans 3 : 1-4 ). 
Sixth, the Chr istian is a "self-conf ident" person . This 
confiden ce does not have its source within the individual. 
Paul makes it very clea r that man can not know happ iness 
and success of himse lf alone (Roman s 7 : 18, 24). But the 
Christian's confiden ce arises out of his redeemed life in 
Christ . Speakin g of God's eternal purp ose expressed in 
Christ , Paul says that Christians "ha ve boldness and access 
in confiden ce thro ugh our faith in him" (Ephesians 3: 12 ) . 
Th is is the "new man's" confiden ce tha t results from 
baptism into Ch rist' s death and thu s his un ion with Ch rist's 
resurrection ( Rom ans 6: 1-7). By the very nature of his 
life in Christ, the Christian can, "Rejoice in the Lord al-
ways" (Philippians 4:4) . He is instruc ted, "In nothin g be 
anxious; but in everything by pra yer and supplicati on with 
thanksgiving let your re!]uests be made known unto God " 
(Philippians 4:6). 
Seventh , the Christian experiences "self-acceptan ce ." 
He is not only God's "good" creation as declared in the be-
ginning (Genesis I :27, 31 ), but is also God's recreat ion 
through the "new birth" ( John 3: 3-5). Accep ted by God 
as a created being and as a spiritual son, the C hristian 
needs no other support of strength for life's challenges 
( Romans 8: 15-17). He does not see himself as weak, in-
effective, and confused in Christ. Rather the Christian with 
Paul says, "I can do all things in him that strengthen eth 
me" ( Philippians 4:13). 
No life me asure s up to life in Christ. Only her e does 
the mercy and love of God reach out to "make alive" men 
otherwise dead in sin and selfishness (Ephesians 2 : 1-5). 
You may spend thousands of dollars, read hundreds of 
books , and attend all kinds of lectures. But at the root of 
all your efforts to live successfully is the life lived by Je sus 
and described for us in the New Testament. 
With such a "blueprint for success" before us: a sense 
of direction, understanding, courage, charity , esteem, self-
confidence. and self-acceptance, it becomes imperative that 
we heed the call of C hrist. He offers happy , successful life 
and begs for our acceptance of it. "Behold, I stand at the 
door and knock : if any man hear my voice and open the 
door , I will come in to him , and will sup with him , and 
he with me" ( Revelatio n 3: 20). 
Op en the door of your life through belief in C hrist 
as God 's Son who can save you ( John 3 : 16) . Prepare your 
life for His influence and direction by repudiating all re-
bellion and pride - in New Testament words, "repent" 
(Acts 2:38). Do not allow your selfish concern for the 
approval of friends to prevent your public confession of 
this new faith and desire (John 12:42 , 43). M ake Him a 
real part of your life in New Testam ent bapti sm ( Gala-
tians 3:26, 27). 
All fear and failure vanishes in the dawn of a new , 
clean life of service and worship - God's blueprint for 
success. 
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